
 

James 

Growing in Genuine Faith 

Can you imagine what it was like to grow up as the little brother of Jesus?  You follow Him 

through school, and He probably made perfect scores.  Whenever you get into an argument with 

Him, you’re always in the wrong.  He never does anything bad, never gets into trouble.  He never 

swears when He bangs His thumb with a hammer in the family carpentry shop.  When you do 

something wrong your mom probably says, “why can’t you be more like Jesus?”  To make 

matters worse, He becomes a well-known speaker and begins to imply that He is God incarnate.  

Imagine trying to explain your brother to your friends.  Finally, your family is disgraced when he 

is executed like a common criminal.  This is how James grew up, and yet, this man James 

eventually became a devout follower of Christ as well as the chief leader of the Church in 

Jerusalem.  He is even author of one of the books of the Bible.  And what is the theme of this 

book?  Authentic faith-the real thing.  In this study we will see what his life teaches about 

walking with God. 
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The Bible reveals very little about the formative years of Christ.  Other than that His infancy was 

spent in Egypt and that He made a trip to the Temple at age twelve, there is no written record of 

His life from the time He was a baby until He began His public ministry at age thirty.  But there 

were many witnesses to these years, including family witnesses, for Jesus had 4 brothers, and He 

also had sisters, though we have no indication of how many. 

Look at the context of Matthew 13:55-57 and Mark 6:3, and write everything that stands out to 

you about Jesus family. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
55 

“Isn‟t this the carpenter‟s son? Isn‟t his mother‟s name Mary, and aren‟t his brothers James, 

Joseph, Simon and Judas? 
56 

Aren‟t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 

things?” 
57 

And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 

except in his own town and in his own home.” Matthew 13:55-57 

 
3 “

Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph,
 
Judas and 

Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.” Mark 6:3 

As mentioned above, Jesus had four brothers: James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas.  We also see in 

these passages that Jesus had sisters.  The text tells us that the family business is the carpentry 

trade.  But one thing that stands out about His family from this context is that they must have 

been a very ordinary family, for all in Nazareth were amazed at the thought that Jesus would be a 

teacher.  Jesus statement in verse 57 is striking “A prophet is not without honor except in his 

home town, and in his own household.” 

 

Christ’s brothers are mentioned in Mark 3:20-25.  The incident occurred in the town of 

Capernaum on what is known as the “busy day” of Jesus ministry.  Jesus ministry had drawn 

great crowds and a measure of controversy. 

 

What does Mark 3:21 reveal about James and the rest of the family’s initial response to Jesus 

public ministry? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

21 “When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out 

of his mind.” Mark 3:21 

 

The obvious thing revealed here is that all of Jesus siblings, James included, thought He was 

crazy.  Mark 3:19-21 says He went into a house and while He was there great crowds again 

gathered.  His family in Nazareth hearing of all that was going on “went out” seeking “to lay 

hold of Him, for they said, He was out of His mind” (NKJV).   

Matthew 12:46-50, Mark 3:31-35 and Luke 8:19-21 are most likely three different gospel 

accounts of the same incident.  Comparing them, write any observations you have about Jesus 

family’s view of His ministry. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
46 “

While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to 

speak to him. 
47 

Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 

speak to you.” 
48 

He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 
49 

Pointing 



to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 
50 

For whoever does the will of 

my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” Matthew 12:46-50 
31 “

Then Jesus‟ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 
32 

A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside 

looking for you.” 
33 

“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 
34 

Then he looked at those 

seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
35 

Whoever does 

God‟s will is my brother and sister and mother.” Mark 3:31-35 
19 “

Now Jesus‟ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him 

because of the crowd. 
20 

Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, 

wanting to see you.” 
21 

He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God‟s word 

and put it into practice.” Luke 8:19-21 

 

Again, we see Jesus family holding a posture of unbelief.  Jesus response here is significant.  

Essentially what He reveals in this account is that His family must grow accustomed to relating 

to Him as His followers did.  Christ’s response did not come out of an uncaring position but was 

intended to force them to move beyond the understanding they had of him as He was growing 

up. 

 

In John 7:1-10 we get our last glimpse of James and the rest of the brothers unbelief.  Read the 

passage, and write what stands out to you. 

________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

“After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want
[a]

 to go about in Judea because the 

Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 
2 

But when the Jewish Festival of 

Tabernacles was near, 
3 
Jesus‟ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that 

your disciples there may see the works you do. 
4 

No one who wants to become a public figure 

acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 
5 

For even his own 

brothers did not believe in him. 
6 

Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any 

time will do. 
7 
The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 

8 
You go to the festival. I am not

[b]
 going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully 

come.” 
9 

After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee. 
10 

However, after his brothers had left for 

the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret.” John 7:1-10 

 

Two important things are revealed here about James and the other brothers.  We learn in verse 3-

4 that the brothers saw Jesus as one who “seeks to be known publicly,” and essentially what they 

were asking Him to do was to prove Himself to the world.  We also read in verse 5 that “not even 

His brothers were believing in Him.” 

 

It is easy for us to condemn Jesus family for their initial unbelief, but it takes very little reflection 

to begin identifying with it.  Regardless of what a person goes on to accomplish in their lifetime, 

the family always tends to view them in the role they have in their relationship.  Add to this the 

difficulty anyone would have accepting the idea that God would become a man, and it is easier to 

understand the struggle that faced James and his siblings.  During the remainder of this study on 

James , we will focus on the transformation that James experienced in his faith as he moved from 

seeing Jesus as his brother to recognizing Him as his Savior and Lord. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26330a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+7%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26337b


 

 

Day 2- A Change of Thinking About Jesus 

Although most of Jesus family did not believe in Him during \his earthly ministry, it is 

significant that all of them end up becoming believers.  James and the rest of Jesus family had 

undoubtly heard the testimony of their parents about the uniqueness of Jesus birth.  They would 

have witnessed and or heard about many of His miracles.  But the most convincing evidence of 

all was His resurrection from the dead.  From that point forward there is no mention of any more 

doubts about His divinity. 

 

Read John 19:26-27.  Identify the context of these verses, and write your thoughts on why James 

was not given the care of his mother. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
26 “

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 

her, “Woman,
 
here is your son,” 

27 
and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time 

on, this disciple took her into his home.” John 19:26-27 

This passage obviously reflects the special relationship that existed between Jesus and John, the 

disciple whom He loved.  Mary’s presence there and the connection with John suggest that she 

was now a believer.  The fact that James was not given this responsibility implies that he was not 

yet a believer.  Jesus undoubtly had a reason for bypassing his brothers as caregivers of His 

mother. 

 

We next see James mentioned in Acts 1:14.  Read this verse, along with the surrounding text, 

and write what you learn about James. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and with his brothers.” Acts 1:14 

 

From this passage we can see that James is among those gathered in the Upper Room for prayer 

those ten days between Jesus ascension and Pentecost.  We are told that “these all with one mind 

were continually devoting themselves to prayer.”  To be of “one mind” with the disciples, 

obviously means that James and the other brothers were all believers now.  In 1 Corinthians 9:5, 

Paul links the brothers of the Lord with the Apostles. 

 

Now look at 1 Corinthians 15:7, and see what it suggests concerning what had brought about this 

change in belief for James. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

“Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,” 1 Corinthians 15:7 

 

Though not the first person to whom Jesus appeared (Peter, then the whole group of disciples, 

and then some five hundred people all witness the risen Lord before James), he is specifically 

singled out for a post-resurrection appearance.  Perhaps this is because James was so skeptical 

that only this would convince him.   



Day 3 A Leader In Jerusalem 

Nothing is said in Acts concerning how James assumed the role he held in Jerusalem, but 

somewhere in the intervening years he rose to a position of prominence in the early church.  

While the Lord’s disciples focused on expansion of the faith, taking the gospel first to the Jews, 

then to the Gentiles, James stayed in Jerusalem.  He had moved from mere sibling to skeptic to 

prayer participant to the recognized leader of the Church in Jerusalem. 

Look at Acts 12:17. Identify the context, and write what you see there about James. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“
Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him 

out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left 

for another place.” Acts 12:17 

 

This verse is about the miraculous deliverance of Peter from prison.  Once he had fellowshipped 

with believers upon his return, his instruction is for them to “report these things to James and 

others.”   

 

Read Galatians 1:18-19, and make note of what you learn about James there. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 “

Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas
 
and stayed with 

him fifteen days. 
19 

I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord‟s brother.” Galatians 

1:18-19 

We see here in Galatians that James spent some time with Paul three years after Paul’s 

conversion.  Probably they had already met, but the relationship was strengthened here.  Paul 

identifies James in two significant ways: 1) as “the Lord’s brother,” and 2) as an apostle in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Take a few minutes to read Acts 15:1-31.  The new Church is at a critical juncture.  What was at 

first a body made up solely of Jews had begun to attract scores of Gentiles.  The central question 

of the Jerusalem council was “how does a Gentile come into the Church?”  Must he first become 

a Jew?  Certainly there was nothing wrong with the Jews continuing to honor the Law, provided 

that they recognized that the Law could not save.  For the Jewish Christians, neglect for the Law 

would offend the fellow Jews they were seeking to reach.  But was it right to pur the burden of 

the Law on the Gentiles, a burden which Peter says,  “neither our fathers nor we have been able 

to bear”?  

Looking at Acts 15:2, 4 and 6, exactly to whom do Paul and Barnabas address this question, and 

what do we know about them?           

              

Three times the passage identifies the audience as the “apostles and elders” in Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem was the hub of the Jewish faith since the time of King David.  With the birth of the 



church in Jerusalem, the city became the “home office,” so to speak, of the Christian faith as 

well.  The apostles spoken of here were those eyewitnesses of the resurrection who were the core 

leadership of the universal Church.  The elders were separate and distinct from this group, 

though some apostles may have also been elders.  They were the leaders of the local church. 

Now look at Galatians 2:1-10, and identify who is reporting to whom.  What else do you learn 

about the identity of these leaders?           
              

It is noteworthy that Paul and Barnabas reported to the church in Jerusalem to see if that had “run 

in vain”.  In other words, they trusted the leadership there to make sure they were on the right 

track.  From the leadership at Jerusalem, Paul identifies James, Cephas (Peter), and John as the 

key leaders and calls them “pillars”.  Most likely, these three men are listed in order of authority, 

placing James over Peter. 

 

Look again at Acts 15. 

 

Who had the final say in the debate (v.13)?          

“When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me.” 

What was his message (vv.14-21)?          

              

14 
Simon

 
has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the 

Gentiles. 15 
The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 

16 
“„After this I 

will return and rebuild David‟s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild,  and I will restore it, 17 
that the 

rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who 

does these things‟—
18 

things known from long ago. 
19 

“It is my judgment, therefore, that we 

should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 
Instead we should write to 

them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat 

of strangled animals and from blood. 21 
For the law of Moses has been preached in every city 

from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 

What resulted from the message (vv. 25,31,33)?        

              

25.”So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas 

and Paul. 31. The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. 33. 
 
After spending 

some time there, they were sent off by the believers with the blessing of peace to return to those 

who had sent them.” 

 

Many spoke on both sides of the issue, but it was James who seemed to be the moderator and the 

one who brought the discussion to closure.  Notice that he took into consideration all the 

information that had been shared, but his answer hinged on what God had already said.  The 

result, according to the letter sent to Antioch, was that they had “become of one mind” (15:25). 

Notice that Acts 15:28 credits the Holy Spirit with the Council’s conclusion, indicating that the 

group recognized that God had spoken through James,  The outcome was renewed rejoicing from 
the letter’s encouragement (15:31), peace (15:33), and an unhindered continuation of the 

ministry of the word of the Lord. 



What does Acts 21:18 reveal about the role of James in Jerusalem?  ______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

“The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present.” Acts 

21:18 

 

Although there was a number of Elders in Jerusalem, James is clearly the principal leader at this 

time.  There is no mention of John or Peter as both men had probably left Jerusalem for reasons 

of safety and or ministry. 

 

Day 4- A Bond Servant of God 
 

James authored the book of the New Testament that bears his name.  His audience was “the 

twelve tribes who were dispersed abroad.”  In other words, he wrote his epistle to members of 

the twelve tribes of Israel who had come to Christ and who were scattered outside of Jerusalem 

because of the persecution.  It would seem, from all we have learned of James so far, that his 

primary ministry was not to the Gentiles but to the Jews.  In Jerusalem, where the church was 

made up mostly of Jews, it was necessary to have a man such as James as pastor. Another of 

Jesus younger brothers, Jude, also wrote one of the books of the New Testament, and in Jude 1:1 

he identifies himself as a “brother of James.”   

 

James 1:1, how does James identify himself? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the 

nations: Greetings.” James 1:1 

James identified himself as a “servant” of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember that 

James is the brother of Jesus, and yet he did not see himself in those terms.  He saw his 

relationship to Christ not as a younger brother but as a devoted follower.  Even though he was 

senior pastor of the mega-church in Jerusalem, he saw his service as unto God and unto Christ.  

A Person of God may minister his call in serving people, but ultimately he is called to serve God.  

Therefore, it is God, not the people, who defines one’s service. 

 

Now look at James 2:1, and make note of how  he referred to his older brother. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism.” 

James 2:1 

 

James never referred to Jesus as the one with whom he grew up.  Here he calls Him “our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  What a title of reverence!  As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:16, “Therefore 

from now on we recognize no man according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ 

according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.” James saw Jesus not through the 

eyes of the flesh, but through the eyes of the Spirit and of faith. 



James called himself a “bond-servant.”  To us this may not mean much, but to the Jew it called a 

very specific type of relationship.  Look up these Old Testament passages and write everything 

you can find out about “bond-slaves” or “bond-servants.” 

 
5 

“But if the servant declares, „I love my master and my wife and children and do not want to go 

free,‟ 
6 

then his master must take him before the judges. He shall take him to the door or the 

doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life.”  Exodus 21:5-6 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
12 “

If any of your people—Hebrew men or women—sell themselves to you and serve you six 

years, in the seventh year you must let them go free. 
13 

And when you release them, do not send 

them away empty-handed. 
14 

Supply them liberally from your flock, your threshing floor and your 

winepress. Give to them as the LORD your God has blessed you. 
15 

Remember that you were 

slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you. That is why I give you this command 

today. 
16 

But if your servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves you and your 

family and is well off with you, 
17 

then take an awl and push it through his earlobe into the door, 

and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your female servant. 
18 

Do not consider it a hardship to set your servant free, because their service to you these six 

years has been worth twice as much as that of a hired hand. And the LORD your God will bless 

you in everything you do.” Deuteronomy 15:12-18 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The law permitted a Jew to sell himself into slavery for seven years as a means of paying off 

debt.  If, at the end of that time, he felt that it would be beneficial to continue working for his 

master, he would choose to be his servant for life.  The servant would forever commit to do only 

the will of his master.  His master would commit to provide for and to protect him as long as he 

lived.  The covenant relationship was sealed by the master by piercing the ear of the “bond-

servant” with an awl-providing visible evidence to all of the master-servant relationship. 

 

So, when James called himself a “bond-servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ,” (NKJV) what 

does he imply about himself (James 1:1)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

James essentially said that he had become a “slave” of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice 

that he identified Jesus as both Lord and the Messiah.  James said that God had been such a good 

Master to him that he would be thrilled to spend the rest of his life serving his Master, Jesus.  

Serving Jesus was not a requirement for James salvation, but a loving response of gratitude for 

all that God had done in saving him. 

 

According to Josephus, and Hegesippus a second century church historian Ananus, the High 

Priest, assembled the Sanhedrin and commanded James to proclaim from one of the galleries of 

the temple that Jesus was not the Messiah.  But, instead, James cried out that Jesus was the Son 



of God and judge of the world.  His enraged enemies hurled him to the ground and stoned him, 

till a worker ended his suffering with a club, while he was on his knees praying, “Father, forgive 

them, they know not what they are doing.” 

 

James earned the respect of all in Jerusalem for his godly manner of living, and his epistle 

focuses on what it means to be a righteous man, a man with an authentic faith.  When he says, 

“the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (James 5:16), James puts the 

focus not on having effective prayer but on being a righteous man.  His point seems to be, “if 

you become righteous, your prayers will be more effective.”   

 

Blessings on you and may your faith continue to grow through these studies on Men of Faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


