
Peter Part 2 

Coming Back To Walking With God 

 

 

One thing that makes the Bible so practical to our lives is its realistic picture of imperfect people 

walking with God.  As we saw last week, Peter was a man of great ambition and the recognized 

leader of the Lord’s disciples-yet, he was also a man who failed.  Though he had boasted of great 

courage, he revealed a coward’s heart when the pressure was on.  Three times he denied that he 

knew the Lord, just as the Lord said he would.  When that fateful cock crowed, the Lord turned 

and looked at Peter, and realizing what he had done, Peter went out and wept bitterly.  Yet as we 

will see this week, his failure wasn’t final.  As the book of Acts records, Peter went on to be used 

greatly in the early days of the Church.  This man who feared the report of a servant girl would 

go on to boldly defy the entire religious establishment of Jerusalem.  Perhaps the most important 

thing to learn from Peter’s life is how the Lord restores us to a right relationship with Him.  In 

this study we want to learn from Peter’s life how to come back to a close walk with God. 

A Chronology of Peter’s Ministry 
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Day 1   A Return To Fishing 

Before Jesus called Peter as a disciple, his occupation was fishing.  In fact, there is every 

indication that he was quite successful at it-prosperous enough to employ others in his business.  

During Jesus earthly ministry it is obvious that Peter had no intention of going back to his former 

occupation.  He planned on serving in the new kingdom that Jesus was to set up.  Yet after his 

denials on the night of the crucifixion, we see a different Peter.  Even though he was an 

eyewitness of the resurrected Lord, Peter no longer saw a place for himself in the Master’s work.  

In John 21:3 Peter says, “I am going fishing.”  This statement is in the present tense in the Greek, 

which refers to continuous or repeated action.  This means he wasn’t simply going to catch one 

fish for a meal.  It appears that he has decided to go back to his old job. 

Take some time to reflect on Peter’s return to fishing, and then read John21 and answer the 

questions below? 

“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.[a] It happened this way: 
2 

Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 
3 

“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, 

and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing. 
4 

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize 

that it was Jesus. 
5 
He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 

answered. 
6 

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 

When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 

Then the 

disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, 

“It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water. 
8 
The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from shore, about a hundred yards.[c] 
9 

When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals 

there with fish on it, and some bread. 
10 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just 

caught.” 
11 

So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of 

large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 
12 

Jesus said to them, “Come and 

have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 
13 

Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 

This 

was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 

lambs.” 
16 

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, 

you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 

The third time he said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, 

“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 

“Feed my sheep. 
18 

Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went 

where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 

dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
19 

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 

death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
20 

Peter turned and 

saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned 

back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 
21 

When 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26900a
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Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain 

alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 
23 

Because of this, the rumor 

spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would 

not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 
24 

This is 

the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is 

true. 
25 

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose 

that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.”                                      

John 21:1-25 

Why do you think Peter would go back to his old occupation of fishing, knowing that Christ was 

risen from the dead? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Scripture does not give us a definitive right or wrong answer to this question.  It does, however, 

imply certain things.  It is not that Peter didn’t believe in Christ-he had just seen that Jesus was 

alive.  It seems that Peter no longer believed in himself.  Even though Jesus had risen, from his 

vantage point he had failed the Lord, and things would never be the same.  If in fact Peter had 

not yet repented of his failure, it would appear that he had returned to his old identity, what he 

did before he met Christ.  Perhaps he felt that sin e he had failed so miserably and denied Christ, 

that he was no longer of any use to Jesus.  Or perhaps, even if Jesus would take him back, he felt 

he had nothing to offer. 

John 21:3, what success did Peter and the other disciples find when they returned to fishing? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The text tells us, “…that night they caught nothing.”  The Greek word used here means 

“absolutely nothing.” From dusk until dawn they worked with no success whatsoever.   

Why do you think the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus (vs.4)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

There are differing opinions on this question.  Some have suggested that the early morning light 

couples with the morning mist on the sea made it difficult to see clearly.  Verse 8 indicates that 

they were about a hundred yards from shore.  Others suggest that the reason the disciples didn’t 

recognize Jesus is because they weren’t looking for Him.  Sometimes we do not recognize the 

Lord when He shows up in our lives at an unexpected time. 

When Jesus suggested that they cast their nets on the other side of the boat, remember that the 

disciples still didn’t recognize Him. Their willingness to follow his suggestion, even though they 

didn’t recognize who He was, is a reflection of how desperate they were.  The result was a catch 

so great they could not haul it into the boat. 



Compare this miraculous catch of fish with Luke 5:1-11 and write what stands out to you. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,
[a]

 the people were crowding around 

him and listening to the word of God. 
2 

He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets. 
3 

He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from 

the boat. 
4 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 

down the nets for a catch.” 
5 

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t 

caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 

When they had done so, they 

caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 
7 

So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that 

they began to sink. 
8 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from 

me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 
9 

For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of 

fish they had taken, 
10 

and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
11 

So they pulled 

their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.” Luke 5:1-11 

In this comparison we see that Jesus performed in John 21 the same miracle He used when He 

first called Peter into ministry.  Peter was willing to follow Jesus when Christ first called him 

(v.5).  When he saw that Jesus was Lord, he saw himself differently, and it was at this point that 

he abandoned his old identity as a fisherman and followed Jesus.  It would seem that by 

repeating the miracle He performed when He called Peter, Jesus is essentially “recalling” him to 

ministry. 

John 21:7.  How did Peter respond when John recognized that the man on shore was Jesus? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think he responded this way? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

When John said, “It is the Lord,” Peter “threw himself into the sea.”  Most interpret this to mean 

that Peter so longed to be back with the Lord that he could not wait for the boat to make it back 

to shore.  Perhaps he had already made the connection between this miraculous catch and the 

way Jesus called him to ministry.  His actions also suggest his abandonment of his return to 

fishing. 

Day 2  The Charcoal Fire 

After Peter failed our Lord and denied three times that he even knew Him, he was full of self -

doubt.  His return to fishing reflects an assumption that he no longer had anything to offer in the 

Lord’s service.  Yet God had a purpose for Peter and a calling on his life.  As a result, God 

would not allow him to go back to his old way of living.  Perhaps the most miserable person on 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+5%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25109a


the planet is the Christian who is not walking in fellowship with God and in obedience to His 

will. 

When Peter arrived on the shore, he found Jesus beside a charcoal fire.  There are two main 

Greek words translated “fire” in the New Testament.  One refers to a charcoal fire used for 

cooking, and the other refers to a simple wood normally used for light and heat.  Keep these two 

meanings in mind as we work through today’s questions. 

Look at John 18:18. By what type of fire did Peter’s denials occur?  What is the significance of 

this? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 

Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.” John 18:18 

We see in John 18:18 that Peter’s denials occurred beside a charcoal fire.  Perhaps John included 

this minor detail because he connected the charcoal fire of Peter’s denial with the same kind of 

fire beside Jesus on the shore.  John 18:18 and John 21:9 are the only two places in the Bible 

where this particular Greek word for charcoal is used.  It appears that Jesus was recreating the 

scene of Peter’s failure in an intentional way so that He could deal with that issue of failure. 

As we again look at John 21:9-10, did Jesus need all the fish they had just caught in order to feed 

them?  Why do you think He included some of their fish? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It is significant that when the disciples got to shore, Jesus already had the fish on the fire.  It 

appears that these fish were another of our Lord’s miracles, perhaps reminding the disciples of 

the loaves and fishes that He had multiplied.  It would seem that the Lord was pointing out that 

He didn’t need their help, and yet He included some of their fish in the meal.  Because God loves 

us, He invites us to join in His work.  He does not require our help, but He does desire our 

participation. 

Three times Peter denied that he knew the Lord; the last time he even cursed.  The bitterness of 

realizing what he had done and how he had failed still clung to him.  In this passage, the Lord 

restores Peter with three directives to care for His sheep, one for each of Peter’s denials.  What a 

beautiful portrait of God’s grace we see in the tender way He dealt with Peter’s failure, and what 

a gift of hope to all who have ever failed the Lord. 

In John 21:15 Jesus asks Peter, “…do you love me more than these?  What do you think the 

word these refers to? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Some suggest that Jesus asked if Peter loved Him more than the other disciples did.  This does 

not fit the context however, and would place the emphasis on Peter’s effort.  It makes more sense 

that Jesus simply asked Peter if he loved Him more than fish.  Jesus was bringing Peter to a crisis 

point of deciding between going back to fishing or going on with the Lord. 

What  is the significance of the fact that Jesus never asked if Peter loved sheep.  What sheep is 

Christ referring to? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus asks Peter repeatedly, “Do you love me?” Jesus never asked Peter if he loved sheep.  In 

fact, Jesus statements make it clear that these sheep were not Peter’s sheep anyway-the sheep 

belong to Jesus.  It is not our love for ministry that should propel us, for sometimes ministry is 

difficult and unpleasant.  That which keeps us going is always and only the love of Jesus. 

The first two times that Jesus asked Peter this question He used the Greek verb “agapao” for 

love.  This refers to unconditional, committed love and is the highest form of love.  Each time 

Peter answered with a different Greek verb, “phileo.”  Phileo refers to emotional, friendship love, 

a lessor form of love.  The first two times, Jesus literally asked, “Peter are you committed to 

Me?” and Peter answered, “Yes Lord, I’m your friend.”  The third time, Jesus used the word 

“phileo.”  He literally asked, “Peter, do you even love Me as a friend?”  Peter was grieved and 

recognized that Jesus knew his heart.  He replies in verse 17, “Lord, you know all things; You 

know I love (phileo)  You.”  Jesus reinstated Peter to ministry through this conversation, and 

through Peter, Christ gave hope to all who fail. 

Day 3 “You Follow Me!” 

Peter was at a crucial juncture of his life and ministry.  Think how different things would have 

been if our Lord had just let him return to fishing.  Think how miserable and unfulfilled the rest 

of his life would have been.  It might have been easier.  Given time, perhaps he would have once 

again prospered in fishing, but he would have never been satisfied.  Burning in his chest would 

always be the painful memories of what was and what might have been.  But Jesus did not leave 

Peter to himself.  It is important that we recognize, however, that Peter had to be broken and 

repentant.  He had to respond rightly to the Lord’s convicting and prompting.  Once Jesus had 

reinstated Peter to ministry, He began to reveal what the rest of Peter’s life would look like.  

Twice in the last few verses of John 21, Jesus tells Peter, “Follow Me!”  This is the same phrase 

Jesus used to call Peter into ministry in the very beginning.  It is this same phrase Jesus spoke to 

the Twelve when He began teaching of the Cross, and many followed Him no longer.  In 

characteristic gentleness, Jesus brought Peter back to the very beginning and reaffirmed his call 

to ministry. 



Look at John 21:18-19 “Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 

went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 

will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
19 

Jesus said this to indicate the kind 

of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

What exactly does Jesus say to Peter? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the text tell us He meant? -

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In 21:18, Jesus indicated that when Peter is old, others would gird him and take him where he did 

not wish to go.  Verse 19 clarifies that Jesus is telling Peter that he would die a martyr’s death.  

When Jesus said, “follow me,” He wanted to make certain Peter understood what that meant.  

You see Peter wasn’t wrong in saying that he would lay down his life for Jesus; it simply wasn’t 

something he could do in his own strength.  After the coming of the Holy Spirit, Peter emerged 

with boldness that only God could give. 

Read John 21:20-21 “Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following 

them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, 

who is going to betray you?”) 
21 

When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

What is Peter’s question to Jesus? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think he asked it? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember that Jesus had just told Peter that he would die a martyr’s death.  Peter looked at 

John, the disciple whom Jesus loved and the author of this Gospel and asked, “Lord, what about 

this man?”  In other words, Peter asked, “Lord, is he going to have to die for the faith, too?”  

Peter struggled with what Jesus had revealed.  One should not look too harshly at Peter’s 

statement without realizing the full weight of Jesus revelation.  How would we respond if the 

Lord revealed to us that we were going to die for the faith?  

Look at John 21:22 “Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 

you? You must follow me.” 



How did Jesus deal with Peter’s concerns about his death and how John would die? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this apply to us? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

This passage of scripture is one of the great illustrations of focusing on the call that God has 

given us.  Jesus quickly brought Peter back into focus by basically saying, “Peter, what I do with 

John has nothing to do with your call-you just need to focus on your own call.”  Christians often 

struggle with the temptation to compare their calling with someone else’s.   

Look at John 21:22-23 “Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is 

that to you? You must follow me.” 
23 

Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that 

this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want 

him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 

What did Jesus reveal about John’s death? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did believers understand this to mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did John interpret Jesus words? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus says, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?”  He did not say that John 

would not die, even though this rumor spread among the brethren.  By focusing on what Jesus 

did not say, John refutes this rumor.  It is significant however that John outlived all the rest of the 

apostles and didn’t die until 70 years later. We know that near the end of his life, John was in 

exile on the isle of Patmos where the book of Revelation was written.   

In this chapter which is devoted to Jesus restoration of Peter (John 21), John presents clear truths 

on what it means to be restored.  Believing in these truths will help us as we seek restoration and 

renewal from Jesus Christ.  John closes his gospel by reminding us, “…there are also many 

other things which Jesus did, which if they were written down in detail, I suppose that even the 

world itself would not contain the books.” In reality, the things John could have written were 

limitless, but in John 20:31 he tells us that “…these have been written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”   



In the last lesson we saw why Peter failed.  He boasted too much, he prayed too little, he acted 

too fast, and followed too far away.  The good news, though, is that he learned from his 

mistakes.  He became a different man altogether after Jesus restored him-different than he was 

immediately before his restoration, and even different than he was before his failure.  In Acts we 

see Peter as one who walked in the Lord’s strength, not his own.  As his God given name 

indicates, he became the “rock” of support for the early Church that Jesus had called him to be. 

Peter went on to many more years of fruitful ministry.  He eventually wrote two epistles to the 

persecuted believers.  In the end, he died a martyr’s death, just as the Lord had foretold.  

Tradition holds that when the time came for him to be crucified, he requested to be put to death 

upside down, not considering himself worthy to die in the same manner as our Lord.  Through 

Peter’s life we recognize that we can still be of useful service to the Master – even after we have 

failed! 

 


