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Pray inviting God into this space and time with you. 

Read Luke 15:1-7  Read it through twice, the second time through read it slowly 

savour each word like you would your favorite meal. 

Think:  Have you ever been lost?  I have, I don’t think I will ever forget the time it 

took me over an hour to make my 15 minute trip home.  But what about you, do 

you remember being lost?  How did you feel when you were lost?  How did you 

feel when you were found? 

Jesus often taught his lessons through stories that we call parables.  Jesus tells this 

parable about the lost sheep because he was being criticized for eating with tax 

collectors and sinners by the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  

In the scripture passage we find a passionate, whole-hearted shepherd.  Look over 

the scripture reading again.  Highlight phrases that show the passion and eagerness 

of the shepherd. 

There is also another group of people in the scripture who are passionate, the 

Pharisees and teachers of the law.  However, their hearts are not like the heart of 

the shepherd.  What are these people passionate about? 

Think about your own heart?  What are you passionate about?  Are you eager to 

encourage, or quick to complain?  Do you look for the good, or talk about the bad?  

Does your heart reflect the heart of the Pharisees or the heart of the good shepherd?  

The heart of Jesus? 

Perhaps you are uncertain, maybe you feel that your heart might be more properly 

reflected in the heart of that lost sheep.  Alone, confused, scared.  In what sense do 

you feel like the lost sheep?  Remember, don’t rush.  Allow yourself and God the 

time to search deep within your heart.  If this is a painful exercise don’t move on.  

Just linger here and invite the Good Shepherd to bind up your wounds.  Accept his 



loving care.  Open up your heart to the Lord and allowing Him to find you and 

restore your peace, to unfold you in His arms, reminding you that you are never 

alone. 

Have you ever lost anything of great value?  Perhaps you have searched 

everywhere for it, maybe even for days.  You were about to give up when suddenly 

you find that which was lost.  How did you feel?  Happy, excited, joyful?  Did you 

tell everyone about your joy in finding your lost item? 

Perhaps you have.   Now imagine the joy that Jesus experiences when He found 

you.  Even now, if you are feeling lost He is searching for you.  Before you leave 

this time of reflection and meditation, rest in the joy of being found in Him. 

 


