
Peter 

Too Much confidence in Self 

 

Peter was a man of great heart and the recognized leader of the Lord’s disciples.  He was the 

“Rock” (Matthew 16:18), the man who could be counted on to lead the disciples and the early 

Church.  A successful entrepreneur with a thriving fishing business, Peter was a natural leader 

who was willing to take risks.  He was bold, impulsive, and willing to stick his neck out to 

keeping walking with God.  This zealous side of his character served him well but also 

frequently got him into trouble.  At the core of many of his mistakes was that he placed too much 

confidence in self.  He was “committed” to the Lord, but his actions were more often 

characterized by trying to do “something for God” instead of abiding and allowing God to do His 

work through Peter.  It seems that before the resurrection Peter was committed to the Lord, but 

he did not yet fully understand what it meant to be surrendered.   

The word “commitment” doesn’t appear much in scripture, but when it does it is almost always 

negative.  It means “to pledge or promise to do something.” Surrender, on the other hand means 

“to give over, or to yield.”  It puts the focus not on what we are able to do for God, but on our 

need for God to do what only He can do.  This week we want to learn from Peter’s life the 

dangers of placing too much confidence in self and of walking by commitment instead of 

walking by surrender. 

A Chronology of Peter’s Ministry 
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Day One  “You Can Count On Me, Lord” 

 

Peter was a man capable of great things. When Jesus walked on water, it was Peter who stepped 

on the waves to join Him.  When Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter gave his first 

confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Yet this same Peter was capable of 

great failures as well.  Before God could so the work He desired through Peter, He first had to do 

a work in him.  Peter had great zeal, but he placed too much trust in what he could do for God.  

He had to learn the hard way that God didn’t need His help.  God only desired his surrender so 

that he could do through Peter what Peter could never do on his own. “When the going gets 

tough, the touch get going!” seemed to be Peter’s motto of life.  But that “pull yourself up by 

your bootstraps” mentality doesn’t work in the Christian life.  Ours is not life of independence 

and self -dependence, but of a growing dependence on our Lord.  As John the Baptist put it, “He 

must increase, and I must decrease.”  Today I want to begin looking at Peter’s greatest failure- 

his denial of our Lord-and how it happened.  The first thing we want to see is that Peter thought 

he could handle persecution better than he did.  Hopefully we can learn from his mistakes and 

avoid them for ourselves. 

Look at Luke 22:33. What exactly is Peter’s boast? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“
But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” Luke 22:33 

Peter says he is willing both to go to prison and to lay down his life for Jesus.  What Peter is 

saying is that no matter how hard the road gets, he will still follow Jesus.  His heart is sincere, 

but he overestimates himself and what he will do when the pressure is on.  How easily the words 

come, but the actions are harder in the face of reality. 

Read Luke 22:7-32 to identify the context of Peter’s boasting and what provoked it. 

“7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the 

Passover.” 9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 10 He replied, “As you 

enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he 

enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, „The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?‟ 12 He will show you a large room 

upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 13 They left and found things just as Jesus 

had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his 

apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 

Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 



fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take 

this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the 

vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 

gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.[a] 21 But the hand of him who is going to 

betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But 

woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question among themselves which of 

them it might be who would do this. 24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of 

them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it 

over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But 

you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 

youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one 

who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 

among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And 

I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat 

and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed 

for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen 

your brothers.” 

When did this conversation between Jesus and Peter occur (vv.7,14)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus reveal about one of the disciples (vv.21-22)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What discussion did this initiate (v.23)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What seems to be the point of their discussion concerning who would betray Jesus (v.24)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What light does the context shed on Peter’s boast? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A7-32&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25885a


The setting of Peter’s boast is at the Last Supper.  Notice that the discussion really began when 

Jesus revealed that one of the twelve would betray Him.  Verse 23 by itself suggests that each 

asked himself, “Is it I who will betray the Lord?”  Strangely, verse 24 suggest the opposite.  It 

seems that they were arguing over who was the greatest and who would be the most faithful.  

They were essentially saying, “Maybe you will betray, but not me.”  It is in this context that 

Peter makes his boasts. 

Look at James 4:13-16, and identify what James has to say there about boasting. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“13 
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 

there, carry on business and make money.” 
14 

Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes. 
15 

Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 

that.” 
16 

As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.” James 4:13-16 

What does Jesus have to say about the validity of Peter’s boast (Luke 22:34)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times 

that you know me.” Luke 22:34 

Though Peter had confidence that he could be trusted to be faithful no matter the cost, Jesus 

knew better.  In Luke 22:34, Jesus tells Peter that before the rooster crows, he will have denied 

three times that he even knew Him.  Jesus knows better than we do what our weaknesses and 

limitations are.  Jesus had already warned Peter that Satan had requested permission to “sift” him 

like wheat (Luke 22:31).  Notice Jesus did not pray that Peter would be able to avoid this sifting  

but that his faith would not fail (22:32).  When Peter stumbled, he was the only one who was 

surprised. 

Day 2   How Much Do You Need To Pray? 

A wise man once said, “You will only pray as much as you see your need to pray.”  If Peter’s 

practice in Gethsemane is any indication, Peter didn’t realize how much he needed to pray.  Jesus 

knew what lay ahead for Him and for His followers.  As a result, He prayed “Very fervently.”  In 

fact, the intensity of His praying was such that “His sweat became like drops of blood, falling 

down upon the ground” (Luke 22:44).  Jesus tried to impress upon His disciples the need for 

them to pray as well, but they did not share His passion.  Today we want to continue looking at 

Peter’s greatest failure and how it happened.  Our focus is that, because Peter had too much 

confidence in himself and what he thought he could do for God, he prayed too little. 



Read Luke 22:39-46 

39 
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 

40 
On reaching 

the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 
41 

He withdrew about a 

stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 
42 

“Father, if you are willing, take this 

cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 
43 

An angel from heaven appeared to him and 

strengthened him. 
44 

And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like 

drops of blood falling to the ground.  45 
When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, 

he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 
46 

“Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get 

up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” 

Where were Jesus and the disciples (v.39)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why were they there (vv.40-41)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

After taking the Passover meal with the disciples, Jesus led them to the garden of Gethsemane on 

the Mount of Olives.  We know from verse 39 that this was where Jesus liked to go for prayer, 

for the text reads, “…as was His custom.”  The example of the Lord Jesus was not one of prayer 

in crisis only, but of prayer as a way of life.  Though the impending circumstances made the 

prayer more fervent, praying about everything was customary with Christ.   

From Luke 22:40, what exactly was Jesus instruction to the disciples? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Looking in Luke 22:45-46, make note of how well the disciples followed Jesus instructions. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 45-46 reveal that the disciples were sleeping when they should have been praying.  It is 

unclear what the phrase “exhausted from sorrow” means.  Whatever the reason it is clear from 

Jesus words of rebuke that they should have been praying instead of sleeping. 

The gospel of Mark also records this incident in the garden.  Read Mark 14:32-42 and answer the 

questions that follow. 

“32 
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 

pray.” 
33 

He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and 

troubled. 
34 

“My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay 

here and keep watch.” 



35 
Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from 

him. 
36 

“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not 

what I will, but what you will.” 
37 

Then he returned to his disciples and found them 

sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one 

hour? 
38 

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 
39 

Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 
40 

When he came back, he 

again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to 

him. 
41 

Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! 

The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 
42 

Rise! Let us 

go! Here comes my betrayer!” Mark 14:32-42 

What did Jesus ask Peter, James and John to do (v.34)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What were they doing when He came to check on them (v.37)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What warning did Jesus give to them (v.38)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many times did Jesus find them sleeping instead of praying (v.41)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In the parallel account of Mark’s Gospel we see that, when they got to the garden, Jesus took 

Peter, James and John in with him to pray.  He said, “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of 

death, remain here and keep watch.”  An hour later Jesus returned and found them asleep.  Jesus 

roused them and said to Peter, “Simon are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour?”  

He warned Peter that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  Two more times Jesus would 

go back to pray, and each time He would return only to find His men sleeping again. 

Martin Luther is quoted as saying, “Busy, busy, busy…Work, work, work…I have so much to do 

today, I must spend the first three hours in prayer.” 

Day 3   Reacting To The Situation Instead of Responding To 

Jesus 

Don’t you wish you could plan your trials?  Wouldn’t it be great if you could get out your 

calendar and say, “Lord, I’m going to be real busy on Wednesday, so why don’t we have my 

trials on Thursday afternoon?” Then you could make sure to have your quiet time, and you could 

pray and prepare so that when the trial arrived you would be ready to meet it.  But unfortunately 

life doesn’t work that way.  Trials are the “pop quizzes” of life-we don’t know in advance when 



they will come.  Peter had an advantage most of us don’t have.  Jesus told him the trial was 

coming.  He warned that Satan was about to sift him like wheat.  He instructed Peter to pray so 

that he would not succumb to temptation, yet when the trial arrived, Peter failed miserably.  He 

reacted out of his flesh to the situation instead of responding to the invitation of Jesus.  As we 

will see in today’s study, when the men came to arrest Jesus, Peter thought he knew what needed 

to be done. 

Read Luke 22:47-53 and write down the main details of Jesus arrest? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

47 
While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the 

Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 
48 

but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are 

you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
49 

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to 

happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” 
50 

And one of them struck the 

servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 
51 

But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And 

he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
52 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of 

the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you 

have come with swords and clubs? 
53 

Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did 

not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” Luke 22:47-53 

Look closely at Luke 22:49-51.  What is the question the disciples ask (v.49)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________ 

What is Jesus answer? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________ 

What happens between their question and Jesus answer (v. 50)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________ 

While Jesus rebuked His men for sleeping, an approaching crowd appeared-led by Judas, who 

intended to betray Him with a kiss.  One of those with Jesus asked, “Lord, shall we strike with 

the sword?” It was the right question to ask, but unfortunately one person did not wait for Jesus 

to answer.  Before Jesus could respond, one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off 

his ear.  We know from John’s Gospel that it was Peter who did this (John 18:10).   Jesus 

rebuked Peter by saying, “stop! No more of this.”  It is obvious that the Lord did not want His 

men trying to defend Him. 



Jesus reminds Peter that at any time He can appeal to His heavenly Father and have at His 

disposal “…more than twelve legions of angels.”  Jesus point seems to be, “Peter, stop trying to 

help God.”  If we focus on our circumstances instead of God, we will lose sight of His greatness. 

Look at James 1:20, and record what you learn there about the outcome of reacting in anger. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“Because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.” James 1:20 

If we act on human impulse instead of hearing from God, we will end up doing the wrong thing. 

Our greatest need in crisis is to hear from God and then do what He instructs.  Anything else will 

not only fail to help, but will make a mess for the Lord to clean up.  Failure results when we act 

before taking time to hear from God. 

Day 4   He Followed At A Distance 

Peter boast of great courage, but in truth, he was afraid of what men could do to him.  He told 

Jesus that he was ready to go to prison or to die, but he was far from ready.  Once Jesus was 

arrested, we find that Peter wanted to go with Him, but out of fear he followed at a safe distance.  

Isn’t that the same struggle we have in our faith?  We want to follow Jesus, but it isn’t 

comfortable to stand out from the crowd and follow Him closely, so we follow at a distance.  

Jesus words to Peter still had not “sunk in”-that (if necessary) He could ask  and the Father 

would send at once twelve legions of angels.  Peter needed to learn that the safest place he would 

ever find was with Jesus in the center of God’s will. 

Read through Luke 22:54-62. 

“54 
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter 

followed at a distance. 
55 

And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard 

and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 
56 

A servant girl saw him seated there in 

the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 
57 

But he denied it. 

“Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 
58 

A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also 

are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
59 

About an hour later another asserted, 

“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 
60 

Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know 

what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 
61 

The Lord turned and 

looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before 

the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 
62 

And he went outside and wept 

bitterly.” Luke 22:54-62 

Where was Jesus going? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



How did Peter follow the Lord? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus was now under arrest, and was in the process of being taken away to the house of the high 

Priest for questioning.  We know from other Gospel accounts that Caiaphas was the high priest.  

This hearing was to determine His religious guilt, and would be followed by the “official” trial 

before Pilate.  Peter followed along, but at a “safe” distance.  The implication is that Peter took 

great pains so as not to be noticed. 

Why do you think Peter followed at a distance? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this suggest about his view of God? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It would seem that Peter followed at this distance out of fear.  He wanted to be with Jesus, but he 

had lost confidence in Jesus ability to handle the situation.  Peter had lost sight of the power of 

God as he had witnessed this demonstration of the power of man.  The irony is that the men who 

arrested Jesus understood Christ’s power.  When they said they were seeking Jesus, He said “I 

am He,” and they feel to the ground (John 18:6). Yet Peter feared these men, not realizing that 

his life was in the hands of God. 

What was the nature of Peter’s failure? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does Peter’s failure compare with Jesus prophecy of 22:31-34? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We read that Peter denied Christ three times before the cock crowed, just as Jesus said he would.  

He denied Jesus to two men and a servant girl.  For all of his boasting, in the end his actions did 

not match his expectations.  The contrast here is striking, for John also followed Christ after His 

arrest.  It is worth noting that though Peter followed Jesus at a distance, John apparently did not 

keep such a distance.  Yet John was kept safe.  The bitter words of denial did not have to be 

uttered by Peter.  John 18:15-16 indicates that John entered with Jesus into the court of the high 

priest and then later asked the doorkeeper to allow Peter to enter the court. 

In conclusion the further we go away from Jesus, the easier it is to get into trouble. As John 

beautifully illustrates, it is safer on the frontlines of the battle with Jesus than cowering on the 

fringe, separated from Him. We must follow closely if we are to experience God’s power and 

provision. 



 


