
John The Baptist 

Learning to Trust God’s Ways 

 

John the Baptist was certainly unique! Wearing garments of camel’s hair, living on a diet of 

locusts and wild honey, and lodging in the wilderness hardly sounds like an ideal lifestyle to 

most people today. But that was what surrendering to God’s way meant for John. Surrendering to 

God's way may be the hardest part of following God. Many times we are eager to know and do 

God’s will until we discover God’s way of doing his will. It is when we are puzzled by God’s 

methods that we must move to a new level of surrender, and we must make a more decisive 

choice to promptly obey God without questioning the wisdom or ways that God uses to 

accomplish his will. In other words, we must choose to surrender our ways, our agendas, and our 

timing to God and accept His ways and His timing.  

 

The Life of John the Baptist 

         7/6           6/5            5/4          AD            AD          AD            AD          AD           AD 

         BC           BC           BC           ??              26            27   28       29            30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel 

Gabriel 

Tells 

Zacharias & 

Elizabeth 

About the 

Birth of 

Their Son, 

John Birth of  

John 

 

Jesus 

Born  

6 Months 

Later 

 In the 

Wilderness 

 

Jesus 

Crucified  

and 

Resurrected 

 
John’s 

Execution 

 Expresses 

Doubt About 

Jesus 

 

John is 

Imprisoned 

Ministry around 

Jordan River 

 

Baptizes 

Jesus 

 

Beginning of 

Public 

Ministry 

 



As we look at the life and ministry of John the Baptist we will find the issues of surrender and 

trust coming up over and over again.  His father Zacharias , and his mother Elizabeth had to deal 

with some of the surprising ways of God pertaining to their perception of God’s plan for them.  

In learning the ways of God, John and his parents also learned some new truths about surrender, 

truths that we also can learn.  As you study this lesson, ask the Lord to make you sensitive to the 

surrender He wants in your life.  Being sensitive to the idea of surrender will result in you 

discovering a new dimension of knowing God and a new adventure in following Him 

Day 1- John The Baptist- “My Messenger” 

Many Prophets of the Old Testament spoke of the advent of the Messiah and the salvation He 

would bring.  On the subject of Christ’s redemptive plan, the Apostle Peter had this to say: 

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched 

intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of 

Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would 

follow. 
 
It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the 

things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent 

from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.”               

1 Peter 1:10-12 

The Old Testament closes with the prophecies of Malachi where the promise is given of a messenger to 

come, a messenger who would announce this long awaited Messiah. 

What do you discover about that messenger in Malachi 3:1 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me…” Malachi 3:1 

Who was this messenger according to Jesus words in Matthew 11:7-10?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

“As John‟s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 
8 

If not, what did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings‟ palaces. 
9 

Then 

what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10 

This is the one 

about whom it is written: “„I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.”  Matthew 11:7-10 

When Malachi spoke of a messenger who would come, he described him as “My Messenger,” 

referring to the Lord’s messenger, who would come to “prepare the way before me.”  When 

Jesus came He applied those words to John the Baptist, calling him a prophet and, “one who is 

more than a prophet.” 



The first chapter of Luke provides an introduction to Zacharias and Elizabeth, the parents of John 

the Baptist.  In this account valuable truths can be gathered from the walk of this couple.  

Through them we can learn much about the ways of God in dealing with His people and what it 

means to follow Him throughout life. 

Read Luke 1:5-7.  List the facts about Zacharias and Elizabeth.  Note any insights about how 

they followed God. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 “
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 

division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the 

sight of God, observing all the Lord‟s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were childless 

because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.”            Luke 1-5-7 

Zacharias and Elizabeth lived in the days of Herod (Herod the great ruled from 37 to 4 BC,) Zacharias 

served as a priest of the division of Abijah.  His wife Elizabeth, was a descendant of Aaron the priest, and 

they both walked righteously in God’s sight, observing “all the commandments and requirements of the 

Lord.”  Something of great importance is noted in verse 7- they had no children because Elizabeth was 

barren.  They were both very old and, understandably, expected no children, yet they followed God with a 

whole heart. 

Read Luke 1:8-17.  Look carefully.  What is the meaning of the angel’s statement in verse 13? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8 “
Once when Zechariah‟s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 

9 
he was 

chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 
10 

And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 

were praying outside.
11 

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of 

the altar of incense. 
12 

When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 
13 

But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 
14 

He will be a joy and delight 

to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 
15 

for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 

He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even 

before he is born. 
16 

He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17 

And 

he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents 

to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:8-17 

Beyond Zacharias prayers, what had God promised in Malachi 4:6? (This is repeated in Luke 

1:17) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 “
He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or 

else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” Malachi 4:6 

What was to be the ministry of this messenger (Luke 1:16-17)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The angel Gabriel came both in answer to the prayers of Zacharias and in fulfillment of the 

prophecies given in the Old Testament, specifically the prophecy mentioned in Malachi 4:6.  

Certainly it had been a long while since Zacharias had last prayed for a son.  God had heard the 

earlier petitions of Zacharias and Elizabeth  for a child, but He waited for His timing to bring His 

answer to them.  Zacharias and Elizabeth would experience the birth of the forerunner of the 

Messiah!  This forerunner would prepare the people for Christ’s coming. 

Read Luke 1:18-25.  What was Zacharias response to the angel’s announcement of the 

approaching arrival of his long awaited son?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What was Elizabeth’s response (1:24-25)?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

18 “
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 

along in years.” 
19 

The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 

have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 
20 

And now you will be silent and 

not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will 

come true at their appointed time.” 
21 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and 

wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 
22 

When he came out, he could not speak to them. 

They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained 

unable to speak. 
23 

When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 
24 

After this his 

wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 
25 

“The Lord has 

done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace 

among the people.” Luke 1:18-25 

Day 2 John the Baptist- “Sent From God” 

What does it mean to be “sent”? How do we cooperate with God’s design of sending in 

“ministry,” whether on the job, in the neighborhood, at home, or in the church?  What does it 

take to follow God wherever He sends us?  Hopefully, we will discover the answers to these 

questions as we look at the life of John the Baptist, “a man, sent from God” John 1:6 

Luke 1:80 gives a summary of the early life of John; he continued to grow and became “strong in 

spirit.”  At some point he began living in the “deserts,” that is, the deserted wilderness region of 

Israel, until he appeared publicly.  Since John was about 6 months older than Jesus, and since 

Jesus was “about thirty” when he began His ministry (Luke 3:23), John was also approximately 



thirty years old when he came preaching in the wilderness of Judea in the region around the 

Jordan River (Matthew 3:1; Luke 3:3). 

Read John 1:6-8. Who sent John? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What was John’s primary task? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6 “
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 

7 
He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 
8 

He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light.” John 1:6-8 

God sent John.  God initiated the ministry of John, and John recognized that fact.  He knew that 

God raised him up to bear witness to the light, Jesus Christ, the word of God, the word made 

flesh.  If we are to understand God’s way with John, it is vital at this point to see and understand 

that it is God who sends a person to fulfill His ministry.  He sends who He wants, when He 

wants, where He wants, why He wants, how He wants, to do what He wants. 

Read John 1:19-28.  What did John understand about himself (20-23)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What was his attitude toward Jesus (1:27)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

John knew he was not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor “the Prophet.”  He was simply a voice “calling,” 

as Isaiah alluded to in Isaiah 40:3.  John’s job was to “clear the way for the Lord in the 

wilderness,” a phrase that referred to the practice of servants going before a king as he prepared 

to enter a city.  They repaired and leveled the roads and arranged for all the people to greet the 

king.   

Read John 1:29-36.  What did John understand about Jesus (1:29-30)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In his time in the wilderness, what did God teach John about the Messiah (1:32-34)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

29 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! 
30 

This is the one I meant when I said, „A man who comes after me has 

surpassed me because he was before me.‟ 
31 

I myself did not know him, but the reason I came 



baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 

Then John gave this testimony: 

“I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 
33 

And I myself did not 

know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, „The man on whom you see the 

Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.‟ 
34 

I have seen and 

I testify that this is God‟s Chosen One.” 
35 

The next day John was there again with two of his 

disciples. 
36 

When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” John 1:29-36 

John understood that this Messiah was the sacrificial “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world.” It had been revealed to John that Jesus actually existed before him, although John 

was born several months before Christ came to earth-clear evidence of Christ deity.  John further 

declared that Jesus was indeed “the Son of God.”  In all likelihood the Father taught John these 

things in his wilderness schooling. 

What do you see in John when Jesus came to be baptized (Matthew 3:13-15)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

13 “
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 

14 
But John tried to deter 

him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15 

Jesus replied, “Let it be 

so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.” 

What did John reveal later as Jesus ministry progressed (John 3:28-30)?  How did John see 

himself, and how did he see Christ?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

As John announced the arrival of the Messiah, he made it clear that he considered himself 

unworthy even to unite His sandal, bringing great honor to Christ.  In Matthew 3, John exhibits a 

clear attitude of submission toward Jesus  and to His ways as He comes to be baptized by John. 

Day 3 When Others Don’t Understand God’s Ways 

John the Baptist followed God with a whole heart.  As a result many people listened and gladly 

heeded John’s message.  Many regarded him as a prophet of God (Matthew 3:5-6, Mark 11:30-

32, Matthew 21:26,32 and John 1:35-37), but there were some who did not understand John, nor 

the ministry God gave him, nor how he fit into God’s design. 

John’s clothing, diet, and where he lived were very out of the ordinary.  What do you discover in 

Mark 1:6 and Luke 1:15?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“John wore clothing made of camel‟s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey.” Mark 1:6 



 “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 

and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born.” Luke 1:15 

What do you discover in Luke 1:80;3:2? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he 

appeared publicly to Israel.” Luke 1:80 

“During the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.” Luke 3:2 

John had a unique lifestyle with a unique diet.  He ate locusts and wild honey, and he refused to 

eat bread or drink wine. His clothing, a garment woven from camel’s hair and girded with a 

leather belt, also made him look unusual, although this may have been the apparel of a prophet, 

similar to Elijah’s clothing.  He also lived away from people in the wilderness region where God 

had led him and taught him.  Many people thought he was so strange that they said he must be 

demon possessed. 

What was the attitude of the religious leaders toward John (Matthew 21:23-32)? -

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“23 
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 

the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 

gave you this authority?” 
24 

Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I 

will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
25 

John‟s baptism—where did it come 

from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, 

“If we say, „From heaven,‟ he will ask, „Then why didn‟t you believe him?‟ 
26 

But if we say, „Of 

human origin‟—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27 

So 

they answered Jesus, “We don‟t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 
28 

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to 

the first and said, „Son, go and work today in the vineyard.‟ 
29 

“„I will not,‟ he answered, but 

later he changed his mind and went. 
30 

“Then the father went to the other son and said the same 

thing. He answered, „I will, sir,‟ but he did not go. 
31 

“Which of the two did what his father 

wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 

For John came to you to show 

you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.” 

The religious leaders also did not understand, neither did they accept John or the message he 

brought.  He did not fit into their religious mold.  Matthew clearly states that the Pharisees and 

Sadducees heard the messages and the warnings of judgment to all who would not repent of their 

wickedness, their viper like nature.  They would not turn to God to follow him in all he said.  

They refused to be baptized by John and rejected the message God had given John. 



Read Luke 3:3-20.  What was John’s message?   How did the political leaders respond to John 

and His message?  Did they understand or accept him? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 
4 

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

„Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him. 
5 

Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

    the rough ways smooth. 
6 

And all people will see God‟s salvation.‟”
[a]

 

7 
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8 
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin 

to say to yourselves, „We have Abraham as our father.‟ For I tell you that out of these stones 

God can raise up children for Abraham. 
9 

The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every 

tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 

“What should 

we do then?” the crowd asked. 
11 

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with 

the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
12 

Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
13 

“Don‟t collect any more 

than you are required to,” he told them. 
14 

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we 

do?” He replied, “Don‟t extort money and don‟t accuse people falsely—be content with your 

pay.” 
15 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 

might possibly be the Messiah. 
16 

John answered them all, “I baptize you with
[b]

 water. But one 

who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 

will baptize you with
[c]

 the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 

His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” 
18 

And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the 

good news to them. 
19 

But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to 

Herodias, his brother‟s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 
20 

Herod added this to 

them all: He locked John up in prison.” Luke 3:3-20 

John faithfully proclaimed a message of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  Baptism was the 

outward symbol of a change of heart toward sin and toward God.  John warned of a false, just for 

show kind of repentance.  God wanted a genuine change with genuine fruit, and he gave people 

specific applications of what a righteous walk entailed. 

Among those in political power, few responded positively to John’s message.  When John 

reproved Herod for his adultery and other wicked things he had done, Herod locked John in 

prison.  Mark 6:20 reveals that Herod knew he was wrong, and he knew John was “a righteous 

and holy man.”  At his birthday banquet he entertained several lords and military commanders 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A3-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25032a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A3-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A3-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042c


and the leading men of Galilee.  None of them followed God or listened to John’s message.  

None of them objected to Herodias request for John to be beheaded. 

In conclusion many times people will not understand what we say or do, or why we choose to 

follow God.  We must remain faithful to God and His word.  Ask yourself: “Am I faithfully 

listening to God through His word?  Am I faithfully speaking His word as He gives me 

opportunity?  Am I following God in what He wants, even if others do not understand God’s 

message or how I fit into His plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


